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Hints taken from P.Dasgupta, ECONOMICS, Oxford University Press, 2007

Becky and Desta’s personal situations (basing on UNESCO definition) 

INCOME BASIC NEEDS CAPABILITIES

Becky Desta Becky Desta Becky Desta

lives in a 4-people family lives in a 8-people family lives in a suburban town in USA

Becky’s father is a lawyer. 

Properties are insured

Becky’s family has 2 cars

Federal taxes are high

She wants to become a doctor

But the income fluctuates widely

Becky’s father gains annually 
about 145,000 us$

Desta’s father grows maize and 
teff (cereals) in an hectar of 
dried land

lives in a village in sub-tropical  
Ethiopia

Becky’s mother and father owns 
stocks and bonds

. Most of the mazie production 
is consumed by the family. 

lives in a 2-storey house with 
many rooms

lives in a 2- room, grass-roofed 
mud ut.

Desta’s and her older sister 
help their mother with 
houselhold chores

Becky’s mother and father have 
a saving account

The small quantity of teff is sold 
to raise cash income

a small plot of land is used for 
leisure activities

Desta lives in a small cottage 
with no running water or 
electricity

Becky’s mother and father met 
at college

Netiher Desta nor her older 
sister has ever been enrolled at 
school.

Becky’s father and his firm 
contribute to his retirement 
pension

Desta’s family owns a livestock: 
a cow, a goat and a few chikens

Desta’s mother work day lasts 
14 hours

Her mother worked in 
publishing 

Desta’s parents are illiterate but 
numerate.

Dest’s mother grows cabbage, 
onions and enset.

Around Desta’s village, sources 
of water-land for grazing cattle 
and the woodlands are 
communal property.

Becky’s mother does voluntary 
work in local education

Desta’s mother frequently 
complains that the time and 
effort needed to collect their 
daily needs has increased overt 
the years.

Dest’s mother sells brews at the 
local market to gain extra-cash

Becky’s family takes vacation 
every year

Periodic hunger and illness 
causes that Desta’s and her 
siblings are somewhat stunted.

Becky’parents are saving 
money so she can go to 
University in her future

Desta knows she will be 
married by 15.

Desta’s family is part of patterns 
of reciprocity: this is their 
culture.

Desta expects her life to be 
similar to that of her mother.

The sons are the main assets of 
the family.

Becky wants to save 
environments -she accepts to 
bike to school

According to economic 
statisticians, Desta’s family 
income is somewhat: 5000$ per 
year.


